Derecho Aftermath
Ten days later, residents of Ontario and Quebec are still
dealing with the aftermath of the derecho that hit here
recently. Originally no one knew what to call it; however
experts soon weighed in to label it a derecho. Google says
that’s pronounced dr·ay·chow.

What is a Derecho?
The dictionary describes the phenomena as follows:
a line of intense, widespread, and fast-moving windstorms and
sometimes thunderstorms that moves across a great distance
and is characterized by damaging winds.
Oxford Dictionary
My brother, currently living the good life in Mexico, pointed
out that derecho means “straightforward” in Spanish. Both
descriptions make sense as the distinct path spread across
Ontario and Quebec from the Toronto region heading northeast,
wreaking havoc on its way. Winds were clocked at up to 132 km
(82 miles) per hour.
I am still shaking my head in awe at the fact that plastic
chairs on our cottage deck were untouched while three trees
crashed to the ground all around the same deck. Unbelievable!
Big Bird didn’t even bat an eyelash, while we were hiding out
in the basement in shock.

Dealing with the Aftermath
Downed hydro wires, poles, and transmission towers as well as
magnificent, mature trees ripped out by their roots or split
in two (or more) are still being repaired and cleaned up. We
have now reached the first day of June on the calendar. Many
people just regained their electricity within the past few
days while others, including our cottage, are still out. Over
900,000 homes were without power at some point. We have been
keeping an eye on the (very convenient) Hydro One Storm Centre
site for updates in the rural areas of Ontario so we know when
to head back to the cottage to begin the massive cleanup.
One of the advantages of our (Ottawa) suburb of Kanata is that
most hydro wires are buried underground. So, while we lost
lots of trees, the streets and neighbourhoods within the heart
of Ottawa were strewn with hydro wires, poles (last count is
200), and transmission towers.

Insurance Coverage
The Insurance Bureau of Canada advises those policyholders
affected to be sure to:
document storm damage to their homes, belongings and
automobiles using video and pictures. It has also prescribed
that policyholders should keep the receipts if they are
having a crew help with the cleanup or remediation of their
properties.
IBC

In the Wrong Place at the Wrong
Time
Ten victims of the storm paid the ultimate price with their

lives when they were unable to get out of the way of falling
trees. Many of us were warned to take cover from severe
thunderstorms just before the derecho hit. That was helpful if
you were close to your cell phone or TV and close enough to a
shelter from the storm.
Sadly, not everyone was. My heart aches for the victims as
well as their families and friends.
Our cleanup pales in comparison. For that fact I am grateful!

