Garden Creations by Gardens4u
If you have not yet visited the before and after pictures
posted to my business website, check out the videos posted
here. These are a few of my largest garden creations, from
start to finish, in video format. Most of these gardens are
approaching a decade of evolution. Watching the videos is like
watching the gardens grow.

Neighbourhood Garden Creation
One of my very first garden creations is the star of this
first video. It was a huge project, converting a grub-infested
front lawn into a gorgeous grass-free yard. To conserve my
time and back muscles, an independent contractor worked on the
labor-intensive parts. Removing sod, adding soil and river
rock are not in my wheelhouse. It took most of my first summer
in business to get this project completed. The fact that this
summer was one of our hottest on record did not help.
The best part is the fact that this masterpiece is located
across the street from my home. I have literally watched it
grow over the past nine years.

Moving Into This Century
Another big garden creation, also early on in my business,
involved reshaping an existing garden. Removing foundation
plantings from the 80s was the first step. Next up was
removing boughs (limbing up) from an evergreen that blocked
the view of the house from the street. This is another
favourite amongst my projects, as I have been able to watch it
evolve over the years. After the garden’s original design
settled in, the clients asked to widen it. This sounds simple
enough, but took a bit of work and planning. Plants chosen for

the original edges had to be moved forward to create the new
edging feature. Then new plants were selected for placement
between the new edge and the largest shrubs and perennials in
the center of the garden.

Adding Variety and Removing Weeds
in Existing Garden
A third of my favourite garden creations involved modifying an
existing garden. Although this garden had a wonderful stone
retaining wall as an edging, it had lots of issues. To start
with, there was proportionately a very small variety of
plants. The garden was large, so the opportunity for variety
was obvious and easy to achieve. Especially once all the weeds
were removed, leaving plenty of space for new tenants. Tall
shrubs and small trees were added to the back along the fence.
Several layers of perennials were then planted in front of
them. Bulbs were added too, for spring colour. This is another
garden that has evolved over the years into a beautiful
backyard feature.

Volunteer Gardening
In addition to working in clients’ gardens, I have been
volunteering on the garden team of our local hospice here in
Kanata. This next video is one of the largest garden creations
(to date) on this property. In 2017, this courtyard garden and
its surrounding stonework, water feature, and pathways were
designed. The following spring I got involved when most of the
original plantings had not survived the first winter. I do
love a challenge! Four seasons later it has been transformed:

More Videos
More garden videos have been uploaded to my YouTube channel.
Check them out and share your opinions.

